EIGHTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
31 July 2022

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Service of Word and Prayer
With One Voice, Setting 5 Bread of Life
Prelude / Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, the we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
There is a time of silence for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins. In
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Hymn # 780 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
Hymn of Praise (page 29)
! Glory to God, glory to God,

glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, glory to God,
glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.
Continued next page

Glory to God, glory to God,
glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Glory to God, glory to God,
glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God,
and peace to God’s people on earth,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. (The Prayer of the Day is said, concluding:)
C: Amen
Readings
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
! Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
Gospel
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Hymn # 767 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”
Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the
Holy One in prayer.
(Each petition ends: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.)
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy
Wisdom.
C: Amen.
Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offertory (page 51)
! Glory to you, God, for yours is the earth;

Yours the anointing, the radiant worth.
Ours the rejoicing for spirits aflame;
Ours the thanksgiving to your holy name.
Ours be the telling of deeds greatly done;
Yours be the glory, O God, yours alone.
Offertory Prayer
P: Let us pray.
P: Merciful God,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of
your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Hymn # 759 “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”
Blessing
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
C: Amen.
Hymn # 771 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. C: Thanks be to God!
Ringing of the Bell / Postlude
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This Week At A Glance
Sunday

8:00 am Worship service at Faith (outdoors)
9:30 am Worship service at Our Savior’s

Those to keep in prayer: Cathy Goddard, Dawn Dosland, Ruth
Braet, Denise Balster, Lucy Lee Petersen, Velma Jensen, Megan
Mineck Wentland, Ryan Dick, Neil Mason, Tim Burke, Barb
Johnson; the homebound: Betty Schau, Carol Christensen, Bus

Seastrand, Rusty Porth, Hazel Richards, Ron Gasper, Norman
Bousselot, Joan Shelton, Shirley Ferguson, and Myrna Kay
Petersen; and those serving in the military.
The education committee is looking for volunteers to help with
Sunday school: Teachers, helpers, substitutes or volunteers of any
kind are needed. Please contact Cindy Burke (563.468.8149) or
Ashley Steffens (563.210.2540) if you would like more
information or to contribute your leadership.
It is time to prepare for the basket raffle to support the community
fundraiser on August 27th. Baskets, containers, and items to go in
the baskets are needed. You may also give a monetary donation for
supplies. Please contact Mary Timmerman (563.940.0423) or
Andrea Shelton (563.219.0047) with any questions or if you are
willing to volunteer to help that day.
Leah Holloway-Nilsen will be ordained on Friday, August 5th, at
Luther Memorial Church, 1021 University Avenue, Madison, WI.
The service will be at 1:00 pm. Members of Our Savior’s and Faith
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

The Place Of Material Possessions In Life
By William Barclay | www.bibleportal.com/commentary/chapter/william-barclay

Luke 12:13-34 One of the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the inheritance with me." He said to him, "Man,
who appointed me a judge or an arbitrator over you?" He said to
them, "Watch and guard yourself against the spirit which is always
wanting more; for even if a man has an abundance his life does not
come from his possessions." He spoke a parable to them. "The
land," he said, "of a rich man bore good crops. He kept thinking
what he would do. 'What will I do,' he said, 'because I have no
room to gather in my crops?' So he said, 'This is what I will do. I
will pull down my barns and I will build bigger ones, and I will
gather there all my corn and all my good things; and I will say to
my soul, Soul, you have many good things laid up for many years.
Take your rest, eat, drink and enjoy yourself.' But God said to him,
'Fool! This night your soul is demanded from you; and, the things
you prepared--who will get them all?' So is he who heaps up
treasure for himself and is not rich towards God."
Jesus said to his disciples, "I therefore tell you, do not worry about
your life--about what you are to eat; nor about your body--about
what you are to wear. For your life is something more than food,
and your body than clothing. Look at the ravens. See how they do
not sow or reap; they have no storehouse or barn; but God feeds
them. How much more valuable are you than the birds? Which of
you, by worrying about it, can add a few days to his span of life?
If, then, you cannot do the littlest thing why worry about the other
things? Look at the lilies. See how they grow. They do not work;
they do not spin; but, I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory
was clothed like one of these. If God so clothe the grass in the
field, which is there to-day and which to-morrow is cast into the
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith? Do
not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink; do not be
tossed about in a storm of anxiety. The peoples of the world seek
for all these things. Your Father knows that you need them. But
seek his kingdom and all these things will be added to you. Do not

fear, little flock, because it is your Father's will to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make yourselves
purses which never grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does
not fail, where a thief does not come near and a moth does not
destroy. For where your treasure is there your heart will also be."
It was not uncommon for people in Palestine to take their unsettled
disputes to respected Rabbis; but Jesus refused to be mixed up in
anyone's disputes about money. But out of that request there came
to Jesus an opportunity to lay down what his followers' attitude to
material things should be. He had something to say both to those
who had an abundant supply of material possessions and to those
who had not.
(i) To those who had an abundant supply of possessions Jesus
spoke this parable of the Rich Fool. Two things stand out about this
man.
(a) He never saw beyond himself. There is no parable which is so
full of the words, I, me, my and mine. A schoolboy was once asked
what parts of speech my and mine are. He answered, "Aggressive
pronouns." The rich fool was aggressively self-centred. It was said
of a self-centred young lady, "Edith lived in a little world, bounded
on the north, south, east and west by Edith." The famous criticism
was made of a self-centred person, "There is too much ego in his
cosmos." When this man had a superfluity of goods the one thing
that never entered his head was to give any away. His whole
attitude was the very reverse of Christianity. Instead of denying
himself he aggressively affirmed himself; instead of finding his
happiness in giving he tried to conserve it by keeping.
John Wesley's rule of life was to save all he could and give all he
could. When he was at Oxford he had an income of 30 British
pounds a year. He lived on 28 pounds and gave 2 pounds away.
When his income increased to 60 pounds, 90 pounds and 120
pounds per year, he still lived on 28 pounds and gave the balance
away. The Accountant-General for Household Plate demanded a
return from him. His reply was, "I have two silver tea spoons at
London and two at Bristol. This is all the plate which I have at

present; and I shall not buy any more, while so many around me
want bread."
The Romans had a proverb which said that money was like seawater; the more a man drank the thirstier he became. And so long
as a man's attitude is that of the rich fool his desire will always be
to get more--and that is the reverse of the Christian way.
(b) He never saw beyond this world. All his plans were made on
the basis of life here. There is a story of a conversation between a
young and ambitious lad and an older man who knew life. Said the
young man, "I will learn my trade." "And then?" said the older
man. "I will set up in business." "And then?" "I will make my
fortune." "And then?" "I suppose that I shall grow old and retire
and live on my money." "And then?" "Well, I suppose that some
day I will die." "And then?" came the last stabbing question.
The man who never remembers that there is another world is
destined some day for the grimmest of grim shocks.
(ii) But Jesus had something to say to those who had few
possessions. In all this passage the thought which Jesus forbids is
anxious thought or worry. Jesus never ordered any man to live in a
shiftless, thriftless, reckless way. What he did tell a man was to do
his best and then leave the rest to God. The lilies Jesus spoke of
were the scarlet anemones. After one of the infrequent showers of
summer rain, the mountain side would be scarlet with them; they
bloomed one day and died. Wood was scarce in Palestine, and it
was the dried grasses and wild flowers that were used to feed the
oven fire. "If," said Jesus, "God looks after the birds and the
flowers, how much more will he care for you?"
Jesus said, "Seek first the kingdom of God." We saw that God's
kingdom was a state on earth in which his will was as perfectly
done as it is in heaven. So Jesus is saying, "Bend all your life to
obeying God's will and rest content with that. So many people give
all their effort to heap up things which in their very nature cannot
last. Work for the things which last forever, things which you need

not leave behind when you leave this earth, but which you can take
with you."
In Palestine wealth was often in the form of costly raiment; the
moths could get at the fine clothes and leave them ruined. But if a
man clothes his soul with the garments of honour and purity and
goodness, nothing on earth can injure them. If a man seeks the
treasures of heaven, his heart will be fixed on heaven; but if he
seeks the treasures of earth, his heart will be thirled to earth--and
some day he must say good-bye to them, for, as the grim Spanish
proverb has it, "There are no pockets in a shroud."

