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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 



Service of Holy Communion 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3 

The liturgy is in the front of the ELW with numbers at the bottom of the pages. 
The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages. 

Prelude 
Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness (pages 94-96) 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
(There is a time of silence for reflection.) 

P: Most merciful God,  
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 



Hymn #448 “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now” 

Greeting (page 138) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  

! Kyrie (pages 138-139) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 

! This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation. 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 



This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

For the Lamb who was slain 
has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. concluding: C: Amen 

Readings 
L: The Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

! Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Gospel 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Youth Sermon – Pastor Holloway-Nilsen 

Sermon – Pastor Holloway-Nilsen 

Hymn #304 “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” 

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed 
P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 



 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 



 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

(Each petition ends: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.) 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offertory Prayer 
P: Holy God, gracious and merciful…our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

! Great Thanksgiving (page 144) 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P: It is indeed right….and join their unending hymn: 

! Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

Holy Communion is celebrated today. 
All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 

! Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

Hymn #312 “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You” 

Post Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  



C: Amen 



Post-Communion Hymn (Hymn 314) 

! Arise, your light has come! 
The Spirit’s call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God 
which shines on you today. 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Blessing 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  
C: Amen. 

Hymn #310 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. C: Thanks be to God! 

Ringing of the Bell / Postlude 

Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman 
Acolyte: Macailah Jacobsen 
Lector: David Burke 
Communion Assistant: Neil Holmquist 



Usher: Dan Burke 
Cleaners: Brian Bousselot & Mary Timmerman 

Contact Information: 

This Week At A Glance 

Those to keep in prayer the homebound: Norman Bousselot, Carol 
Christensen, Shirley Ferguson, Ron Gasper, Myrna Kay Petersen, 
Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, Bus Seastrand, and Joan Shelton; and those 
serving in the military. 

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen

Cell Phone: (262) 914-9392

Email: pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com

Church Office

Phone: (563) 246-2622

Email: clparish@fbcom.net

Website: www.clparish.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/clparish1861

Wednesday 10:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
8:30 pm

Naomi Circle at Marsha Witte’s 
Confirmation at Faith 
Education committee at Faith 
Bible Jam at Faith 
High School Bible Study at Faith

Thursday 6:30 pm 
7:00 pm

Worship committee at Faith 
Council meetings at Faith

Sunday 8:00 am 
9:25 am 

10:30 am

Our Savior’s Worship Service 
Sunday School at Faith 
Faith Worship Service

mailto:pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com
mailto:clparish@fbcom.net
http://www.clparish.org
http://www.facebook.com/clparish1861


Annual reports from the following were due in the church office by 
Monday, December 19, 2022: Pastor, Council Presidents, and all 
committees (Education, Christian Outreach, Worship, Property and 
Management, Our Savior’s Cemetery, and God Squad)  

Financial reports, budgets, and audit reports are due in the church 
office by Monday, January 16, 2023.  

The noisy offering will be collected on Sunday, January 15th. 

The annual meetings are scheduled for Sunday, January 29th, 
following worship service. 



Jesus and His Baptism 
by William Barclay 

Matthew 3:13-17 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John 
to be baptized by him. But John tried to prevent him. "It is I," he said, 
"who need to be baptized by you, and are you coming to me?" Jesus 
answered him, "Let it be just now, for so it befits us to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then he allowed Jesus to be baptized. After Jesus had 
been baptized he came up immediately from the water and, lo, the 
heavens were opened for John, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending, like a dove, and coming upon him. And, lo, there came a 
voice from heaven, saying, "This is my Son, the Beloved One, in whom 
I am well pleased." 

When Jesus came to John to be baptized, John was startled and 
unwilling to baptize him. It was John's conviction that it was he who 
needed what Jesus could give, not Jesus who needed what he could 
give. 

Ever since men began to think about the gospel story at all, they have 
found the baptism of Jesus difficult to understand. In John's baptism 
there was a summons to repentance, and the offer of a way to the 
forgiveness of sins. But, if Jesus is who we believe him to be, he did 
not stand in need of repentance, and did not need forgiveness from 
God. John's baptism was for sinners conscious of their sin, and 
therefore it does not seem applicable to Jesus at all. 

A very early writer suggested that Jesus came to be baptized only to 
please his mother and his brothers, and that it was in answer to their 
entreaties that he was almost compelled to let this thing be done. The 
Gospel according to the Hebrews, which is one of the gospels which 
failed to be included in the New Testament, has a passage like this: 
"Behold the mother of the Lord and his brethren said to him, 'John the 
Baptist baptizeth for the remission of sins; let us go and be baptized 
by him.' But he said to them, 'What sin have I committed, that I 
should go and be baptized by him? Except perchance this very thing 
that I have said is ignorance.'" 



From the earliest times thinkers were puzzled by the fact that Jesus 
submitted to be baptized. But there were reasons, and good reasons, 
why he did. 

(i) For thirty years Jesus had waited in Nazareth, faithfully performing 
the simple duties of the home and of the carpenter's shop. All the time 
he knew that a world was waiting for him. All the time he grew 
increasingly conscious of his waiting task. The success of any 
undertaking is determined by the wisdom with which the moment to 
embark upon it is chosen. Jesus must have waited for the hour to 
strike, for the moment to come, for the summons to sound. And when 
John emerged Jesus knew that the time had arrived. 

(ii) Why should that be so? There was one very simple and very vital 
reason. It is the fact that never in all history before this had any Jew 
submitted to being baptized. The Jews knew and used baptism, but 
only for proselytes who came into Judaism from some other faith. It 
was natural that the sin-stained, polluted proselyte should be baptized, 
but no Jew had ever conceived that he, a member of the chosen 
people, a son of Abraham, assured of God's salvation, could ever need 
baptism. Baptism was for sinners, and no Jew ever conceived of 
himself as a sinner shut out from God. Now for the first time in their 
national history the Jews realized their own sin and their own clamant 
need of God. Never before had there been such a unique national 
movement of penitence and of search for God. 

This was the very moment for which Jesus had been waiting. Men 
were conscious of their sin and conscious of their need of God as 
never before. This was his opportunity, and in his baptism he 
identified himself with the men he came to save, in the hour of their 
new consciousness of their sin, and of their search for God. 

The voice which Jesus heard at the baptism is of supreme 
importance." This is my beloved Son," it said, "with whom I am well 
pleased." That sentence is composed of two quotations. "This is my 
beloved Son," is a quotation from Psalms 2:7. Every Jew accepted 
that Psalm as a description of the Messiah, the mighty King of God 
who was to come. "With whom I am well pleased" is a quotation from 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%2520Psalms%25202:7%2520&version=NIV


Isaiah 42:1, which is a description of the Suffering Servant, a 
description which culminates in Isaiah 53:1-12. 

So in the baptism there came to Jesus two certainties--the certainty 
that he was indeed the chosen One of God, and the certainty that the 
way in front of him was the way of the Cross. in that moment he 
knew that he was chosen to be King, but he also knew that his throne 
must be a Cross. In that moment he knew that he was destined to be a 
conqueror, but that his conquest must have as its only weapon the 
power of suffering love. In that moment there was set before Jesus 
both his task and the only way to the fulfilling of it. 

-Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT) 

https://bibleportal.com/commentary/section/william-barclay 
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https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%2520Isaiah%252053:1-12%2520&version=NIV

