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Service of Holy Communion 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3 

The liturgy is in the front of the ELW with numbers at the bottom of the pages. 
The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages. 

Prelude 
Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness (pages 94-96) 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
(There is a time of silence for reflection.) 

P: Most merciful God,  
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 



Hymn #631 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Greeting (page 138) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  

! Kyrie (pages 138-139) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 

! This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation. 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 



This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

For the Lamb who was slain 
has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. concluding: C: Amen 

Readings 
L: The Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

! Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Gospel 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Youth Sermon – Noisy Offering – Pastor Holloway-Nilsen 

Sermon – Pastor Holloway-Nilsen 

Hymn #802 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed 
P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 



 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 



 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

(Each petition ends: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.) 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Offering 

Offertory Prayer 
P: Holy God, gracious and merciful…our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

! Great Thanksgiving (page 144) 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P: It is indeed right….and join their unending hymn: 

! Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

Holy Communion is celebrated today. 
All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 

! Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

Hymn #838 “Beautiful Savior” 

Post Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  



C: Amen 



Post-Communion Hymn (Hymn #302) 

! As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 

evermore be led by thee. 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Blessing 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  
C: Amen. 

Hymn #315 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  
C: Thanks be to God! 

Ringing of the Bell / Postlude 

Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman 
Acolyte: David Burke 
Lector: Neil Holmquist 
Communion Assistant: Brian Bousselot 



Usher: Shane Glover 
Cleaners: Marcia Edens & Mark Olson 

Contact Information: 

This Week At A Glance 

Those to keep in prayer: the homebound: Norman Bousselot, Carol 
Christensen, Shirley Ferguson, Ron Gasper, Delores Lahann, Myrna 
Kay Petersen, Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, Bus Seastrand, Joan Shelton; 
and Vera St. John; and those serving in the military, Nick Timmerman. 

During the month of February, the God Squad will participate in a 
Band-Aid Drive to collect fun and colorful band-aids to donate to the 
University of Iowa Children’s Hospital in Iowa City.  

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen

Cell Phone: (262) 914-9392

Email: pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com

Church Office

Phone: (563) 246-2622

Email: clparish@fbcom.net

Website: www.clparish.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/clparish1861

Wednesday 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship at Our 
Savior’s

Sunday 8:00 am 
9:25 am 

10:30 am 
12:00 

pm

Our Savior’s Worship Service 
Sunday School at Faith 
Faith Worship Service 
Dodgeball at CFLC - Wheatland

mailto:pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com
mailto:clparish@fbcom.net
http://www.clparish.org
http://www.facebook.com/clparish1861


The noisy offering will be collected today 

Ash Wednesday will be February 22nd at Our Savior’s at 7:00 pm. 

Our Savior’s and Faith JH/HS Youth will join the Christian Free Lutheran 
Church Youth Group for Dodgeball on Sunday, February 26. Youth will 
meet for lunch at noon at CFLC in Wheatland. Dodgeball will follow at 
the Activity Center. Call Heather at 563-424-0507 to let her know if you 
plan to attend, so there is enough food! 

'Holden Evening Prayer' will be used for our 2023 Lenten mid-
week services. If you are interested in helping lead the vocal portions 
of the service, please inform Pastor, Jason or Rachel. 



During Pastor Holloway-Nilsen’s maternity leave, if you are willing 
to offer the homily or reflection on a Sunday, please let Pastor know 
by email or a phone call before Thursday, March 16th. Members of the 
congregation will be asked to bring communion to our homebound 
members during this time as well. If you are will to do this, please let 
Pastor know before March 16th. 



The Mount of Transfiguration 
by William Barclay 

Matthew 17:1-8 Six days after, Jesus took Peter, and James, and John 
his brother, and brought them by themselves to a high mountain, and 
his appearance was changed in their presence. His face shone like the 
sun, and his garments became as white as the light. And, look you, 
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with him. Peter said to 
Jesus, "Lord, it is a fine thing for us to be here. I will make three 
booths, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he was 
still speaking, look you, a shining cloud overshadowed them; and, 
look you, there came a voice out of the cloud saying, "This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear him!" When the 
disciples heard that, they fell on their faces and were exceedingly 
afraid. Jesus came and touched them and said, "Rise, and do not be 
afraid." They lifted up their eyes, and saw no one, except Jesus alone. 

The great moment of Caesarea Philippi was followed by the great 
hour on the Mount of Transfiguration. Let us first look at the scene 
where this time of glory came to Jesus and his three chosen disciples. 
There is a tradition which connects the Transfiguration with Mount 
Tabor, but that is unlikely. The top of Mount Tabor was an armed 
fortress and a great castle; it seems almost impossible that the 
Transfiguration could have happened on a mountain which was a 
fortress. Much more likely the scene of the Transfiguration was 
Mount Hermon. Hermon was fourteen miles from Caesarea Philippi. 
Hermon is 9,400 feet high, 11,000 feet above the level of the Jordan 
valley, so high that it can actually be seen from the Dead Sea, at the 
other end of Palestine, more than one hundred miles away. 

It cannot have been on the very summit of the mountain that this 
happened. The mountain is too high for that. Canon Tristram tells how 
he and his party ascended it. They were able to ride practically to the 
top, and the ride took five hours. Activity is not easy on so high a 
summit. Tristram says, "We spent a great part of the day on the 
summit, but were before long painfully affected by the rarity of the 
atmosphere." 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=Isa.9&version=NIV


It was somewhere on the slopes of the beautiful and stately Mount 
Hermon that the Transfiguration happened. It must have happened in 
the night. Luke tells us that the disciples were weighted down with 
sleep (Luke 9:32). It was the next day when Jesus and his disciples 
came back to the plain to find the father of the epileptic boy waiting 
for them (Luke 9:37). It was some time in the sunset, or the late 
evening, or the night, that this amazing vision took place. 
Why did Jesus go there? Why did he make this expedition to these 
lonely mountain slopes? Luke gives us the clue. He tells us that Jesus 
was praying (Luke 9:29). 

We must put ourselves, as far as we can, in Jesus' place. By this time 
he was on the way to the Cross. Of that he was quite sure; again and 
again he told his disciples that it was so. At Caesarea Philippi we have 
seen him facing one problem and dealing with one question. We have 
seen him seeking to find out if there was anyone who had recognized 
him for who and what he was. We have seen that question 
triumphantly answered, for Peter had grasped the great fact that Jesus 
could only be described as the Son of God. But there was an even 
greater question than that which Jesus had to solve before he set out 
on the last journey. 

He had to make quite sure, sure beyond all doubt, that he was doing 
what God wished him to do. He had to make certain that it was indeed 
God's will that he should go to the Cross. Jesus went up Mount 
Hermon to ask God: "Am I doing your will in setting my face to go to 
Jerusalem?" Jesus went up Mount Hermon to listen for the voice of 
God. He would take no step without consulting God. How then could 
he take the biggest step of all without consulting him? Of everything 
Jesus asked one question and only one question: "Is it God's will for 
me?" And that is the question he was asking in the loneliness of the 
slopes of Hermon. 

It is one of the supreme differences between Jesus and us, that Jesus 
always asked: "What does God wish me to do." we nearly always ask: 
"What do I wish to do?" We often say that the unique characteristic of 
Jesus was that he was sinless. What do we mean by that? We mean 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%2520Luke%25209:32%2520&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%2520Luke%25209:37%2520&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%2520Luke%25209:29%2520&version=NIV


precisely this, that Jesus had no will but the will of God. The hymn of 
the Christian must always be: 



"Thy way, not mine, O lord, 
However dark it be! 

Lead me by thine own hand; 
Choose out the path for me. 

I dare not choose my lot, 
I would not if I might: 

Choose thou for me, my God, 
So shall I walk aright. 

Not mine, not mine the choice 
In things or great or small; 

Be thou my Guide, my Strength, 
My Wisdom and my All." 

When Jesus had a problem, he did not seek to solve it only by the 
power of his own thought; he did not take it to others for human 
advice; he took it to the lonely place and to God. 

-Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT) 
https://bibleportal.com/commentary/section/william-barclay


