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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING 3 (PAGES 138-145) 
The liturgy is in the front of the ELW with numbers at the bottom of the pages. 

The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages. 
 

PRELUDE 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the 

God of miracles, the God of mercy. 

C: Amen.  
 

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God‟s abundance, let us confess 

our sin. 
 

P: God, our provider, 

C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 

world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else 

can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and 

feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 
 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you 

are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is 

always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God‟s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 

abundant life. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN #443 “DEAREST JESUS, WE ARE HERE”  
 

GREETING (PAGE 138) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
 

  



 KYRIE & CANTICLE OF PRAISE (PAGE 138-141) 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation. 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

For the Lamb who was slain 

has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.      

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 

children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. 

Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 

and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

PSALM 139 (READ RESPONSIVELY) 
 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You search out my path and my lying down 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

You hem me in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is high; I cannot attain it. 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

and the light about me be night,” 

even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is bright as the day, 

for darkness is as light with you. 

  



For you formed my inward parts; 

you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; 

my soul knows it very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, 

the days that were formed for me, 

when as yet there was none of them. 

How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 

If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 

I awake, and I am still with you. 

Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! 

O men of blood, depart from me! 

They speak against you with malicious intent; 

your enemies take your name in vain.
 

Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? 

And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 

I hate them with complete hatred; 

I count them my enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

Try me and know my thoughts! 

And see if there be any grievous way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting!
[
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (PAGE 142) 
 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL (JOHN 6:1-21) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called 

the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because 

they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the 

mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, 



the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a 

large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 

we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, 

for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, 

“Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of them 

to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 

said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 

two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, 

“Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in 

the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus 

took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them 

to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 

When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered 

them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 

those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people 

saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed 

the prophet who is to come into the world.”  

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him 

by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 

himself.  

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got 

into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now 

dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough 

because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about 

three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming 

near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; 

do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and 

immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were 

going. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

YOUTH SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 
 

SERMON – ELCA YOUTH GATHERING REFLECTIONS 
 

HYMN #856 “HOW GREAT THOU ART” 

 

  



Holy Baptism 
PRESENTATION 

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and 

death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 

and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 

members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ 

and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 

obedience to the will of God. 
 

Sponsors: We present Sadie to receive the sacrament of Holy 

Baptism. 
 

P: Landon and Gabby, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the 

grace and love of God, do you desire to have Sadie baptized into 

Christ? 

Parents’ Response: We do. 
 

P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, 

you are entrusted with gifts and responsibilities: 

to live with her among God‟s faithful people, 

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord‟s Prayer, the Creed, 

     and the Ten Commandments, 

place in her hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

so that she may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 

Gabby and Landon, do you promise to help your child grow in 

the Christian faith and life? 

Parents’ response: We do. 
 

P: Mat and Adam, do you promise to nurture Sadie in the Christian 

faith as you are empowered by God‟s Spirit, and to help her live 

in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Sponsors’ response:  We do. 
 

  



P: People of God, do you promise to support Sadie and pray for her 

in her new life in Christ? 

C: We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 

confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: We renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 

God? 

C: We renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God? 

C: We renounce them. 
 

P: Do you believe in God, the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father, almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P: Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

  



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

P: The Lord be with you! 

C: And also with you! 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters 

of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 

river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus‟ death and resurrection you set us 

free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 

you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 

that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given 

new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 

P: Sadie Lyn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and 

the Holy Spirit you give your sons and daughters new birth, 

cleanse them from sin and raise them to eternal life.  
 

Sustain Sadie with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Sadie Lyn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

WELCOME 

Congregation Representative: Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven. 



P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we 

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and 

bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we join our voices in prayer. 
 

(Each petition ends: P: In your mercy, C: hear our prayer.) 
 

P: Holy God, holy and merciful; into your outstretched arms we 

commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the 

one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE (PAGE 143) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
(Greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.) 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…our Savior and Lord.) 

C: Amen. 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING (PAGE 144) 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right….and join their unending hymn: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 



LORD’S PRAYER (PAGE 145) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 
 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace. 
 

HYMN #732 “BORNING CRY” 

HYMN #613 “THY HOLY WINGS” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN (HYMN #595 V.3) 
 

 Jesus loves me! He will stay 

close beside me all the way; 

when at last I come to die, 

he will take me home on high. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 

  



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…Jesus Christ our Lord.) 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN #543 “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING” 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 

Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman 

Usher: Shane Glove 

Cleaners: Dan and Cindy Burke 

 

Contact Information: 
 

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
Cell Phone:  (262) 914-9392  

Email:  pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com 

Church Office   

Phone:  (563) 246-2622 

Email:  clparish@fbcom.net 

Website:  www.clparish.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/clparish1861 

 

This Week At A Glance 
 

Sunday 8:00 am 

9:30 am 

Worship Service at Faith (outdoors) 

Worship Service at Our Savior‟s 
 



Those to keep in prayer: Larry Schau, Van Mickelson, 

Mallory Bousselot, Cathy Goddard, Diane Sievers, Jade Jensen; the 

homebound: Carol Christensen, Ron Gasper, Delores Lahann, 

Myrna Kay Peterson, Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, Bus Seastrand and 

Vera St. John; and those serving in the military. 
 

This morning through Holy Baptism, Sadie Lyn Goettsch, child of 

Gabby and Landon Goettsch, will be received into the family of 

God. Her sponsors are Mat Dobbins and Adam Warnemunde. 
 

The Youth Gathering Share Holders Luncheon will be held 

today, Sunday, July 28
th

, at 12:00 pm at Faith Lutheran Church. 

The youth will be serving spaghetti, salad and dessert. Following 

the meal, the youth will share their experience in New Orleans 

during the Youth Gathering. Thank you to all who bought shares to 

help fund this big adventure. 
 

2024 Youth Gathering is collecting offerings to raise $250,000 for 

the Generation Zero Hunger initiative, through ELCA World 

Hunger. If anyone is interested in supporting, please go to 

www.elca.org/gathering, scroll down click the „Offering Online 

Donation‟ icon and select your donation amount. Thank you for 

your support! 
 

Calamus Lutheran Parish will have a Basket Raffle during 

Calamus Wheatland Community Fun Days in August. Donations of 

baskets, items for baskets, and money to purchase items are 

welcome. Andrea Shelton and Mary Timmerman are organizing the 

raffle.   
 

Pastor Leah will be on vacation from August 11
th

 (after worship) 

through August 15
th

. If a pastoral emergency arises, please contact 

Rev. Daniel Pell, Lost Nation/Oxford Junction, at (360) 395-8868. 
 

Sunday School needs your help! We are looking for more Sunday 

School Teachers and a Music Leader as substitutes when teachers 

are gone. The lessons will already be planned for you! Please see 

Pastor Leah or any member of the Education Committee if you are 

willing to assist in these roles. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.elca.org/gathering


The Meaning of a Miracle 
 

John 6:1-13 After these things Jesus went away across the Sea of 

Galilee, that is, the Sea of Tiberias. A great crowd was following 

him, because they were watching the signs which he did on those 

who were ill. Jesus went up into the hill and he was sitting there 

with his disciples. The Passover, the Feast of the Jews, was near. 

When Jesus lifted up his eyes and saw that a great crowd was 

coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where are we to buy bread for 

these to eat?” He was testing Philip when he said this, for he 

himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him: 

“Seven pounds worth of bread is not enough to give each of them a 

little to eat.” One of the disciples said to him--it was Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother--”There is a lad here who has five barley 

loaves and two little fishes. But what use are they among so 

many?” Jesus said: “Make the men sit down.” There was much 

grass in the place. So the men sat down to the number of about five 

thousand. So Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks for them, and 

dividing them up among those who were reclining there. So too he 

gave them of the fishes, as much as they wished. When they were 

satisfied, he said to the disciples: “Collect the broken pieces that 

are left over, so that nothing may be wasted.” So they collected 

them, and they filled twelve baskets with the broken pieces of the 

loaves which remained over after the people had eaten. 

We will never know exactly what happened on that grassy plain 

near Bethsaida Julias. We may look at it in three ways. 

(a) We may regard it simply as a miracle in which Jesus multiplied 

loaves and fishes. Some may find that hard to conceive of; and 

some may find it hard to reconcile with the fact that that is just 

what Jesus refused to do at his temptations (Matthew 4:3-4). If we 

can believe in the sheer miraculous character of this miracle, then 

let us continue to do so. But if we are puzzled, there are two other 

explanations. 

(b) It may be that this was really a sacramental meal. In the rest of 

the chapter the language of Jesus is exactly that of the Last Supper, 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%204:3-4%20&version=NIV


when he speaks about eating his flesh and drinking his blood. It 

could be that at this meal it was but a morsel, like the sacrament, 

that each person received; and that the thrill and wonder of the 

presence of Jesus and the reality of God turned the sacramental 

crumb into something which richly nourished their hearts and 

souls--as happens at every Communion Table to this day. 

(c) There may be another and very lovely explanation. It is scarcely 

to be thought that the crowd left on a nine-mile expedition without 

making any preparations at all. If there were pilgrims with them, 

they would certainly possess supplies for the way. But it may be 

that none would produce what he had, for he selfishly--and very 

humanly--wished to keep it all for himself. It may then be that 

Jesus, with that rare smile of his, produced the little store that he 

and his disciples had; with sunny faith he thanked God for it and 

shared it out. Moved by his example, everyone who had anything 

did the same; and in the end there was enough, and more than 

enough, for all. 

It may be that this is a miracle in which the presence of Jesus 

turned a crowd of selfish men and women into a fellowship of 

sharers. It may be that this story represents the biggest miracle of 

all--one which changed not loaves and fishes, but men and women. 

However that may be, there were certain people there without 

whom the miracle would not have been possible. 

(i) There was Andrew. There is a contrast between Andrew and 

Philip. Philip was the man who said: “The situation is hopeless; 

nothing can be done.” Andrew was the man who said: “I'll see what 

I can do; and I'll trust Jesus to do the rest.” 

It was Andrew who brought that lad to Jesus, and by bringing him 

made the miracle possible. No one ever knows what will come out 

of it when we bring someone to Jesus. If a parent trains up his child 

in the knowledge and the love and the fear of God, no man can say 

what mighty things that child may some day do for God and for 

men. If a Sunday School teacher brings a child to Christ, no man 

knows what that child may some day do for Christ and his church. 



There is a tale of an old German schoolmaster who, when he 

entered his class of boys in the morning, used to remove his cap 

and bow ceremoniously to them. One asked him why he did this. 

His answer was: “You never know what one of these boys may 

some day become.” He was right--because one of them was Martin 

Luther. 

Andrew did not know what he was doing when he brought that lad 

to Jesus that day, but he was providing material for a miracle. We 

never know what possibilities we are releasing when we bring 

someone to Jesus. 

(ii) There was the boy. He had not much to offer but in what he had 

Jesus found the materials of a miracle. There would have been one 

great deed fewer in history if that boy had withheld his loaves and 

fishes. 

Jesus needs what we can bring him. It may not be much but he 

needs it. It may well be that the world is denied miracle after 

miracle and triumph after triumph because we will not bring to 

Jesus what we have and what we are. If we would lay ourselves on 

the altar of his service, there is no saying what he could do with us 

and through us. We may be sorry and embarrassed that we have not 

more to bring--and rightly so; but that is no reason for failing to 

bring what we have. Little is always much in the hands of Christ. 
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